
	
The	Libero	and	Zora	Polojaz	Foundation	shall	organize	a	psychoanalytic	seminar	on	

	

Encounter	and	Listening	
	

Trieste,	17.11.2018	
	

at	the	Narodni	dom	–	IUSLIT	University	of	Trieste	-	Via	F.	Filzi	n.	14	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Encounter	and	listening	are	two	fundamental	features	of	human	relationships	that	take	place	in	a	
context	of	space	and	time.	‘Encounter’	is	characterized	by	two	opposing	elements:	the	etymology	
of	the	word	introduces	both	the	sense	of	moving	toward,	as	well	as	counter	to	someone.	‘Listening’	
implies	that	one	speaks	to	and	with	someone.	
	
Since	its	beginnings,	psychoanalysis	has	shed	light	on	the	centrality	of	the	‘talking	cure’,	which	it	has	
then	 deepened	 on	 intra-psychic,	 interpersonal	 and	 transsubjective	 dimensions.	 The	 encounter,	
which	 is	 structured	by	 the	setting,	 fosters	an	explorative	process	 that	 involves	both	participants	
through	 an	 exchange	 of	 affects	 and	 thoughts.	 The	 meeting	 aims	 to	 explore	 the	 various	 levels	
involved	in	the	psychoanalytic	encounter	and	listening.	
	
Scientific	 committee:	 Andrea	 Braun,	 Paolo	 Fonda,	 Vlasta	 Polojaz	 (Psychoanalysts	 of	 Società	
Psicoanalitica	Italiana).	
	

From	the	private	collection	of	G.	Lokar	–	Photo	by	K.	Kravos		



Program	
	
Chair:	Gabor	Szöny	(	Hungary	)	
			
9.30			 –	Vlasta	Polojaz	(	Italy	)	“Introduction	to	the	meeting”.		

10.00		 –	Stefano	Bolognini:	“Encounter	and	Listening:	on	the	neglected	role	of	some	basic	inter-

human	functions”.	

10.45	 –	Coffee	break		

11.15	 –	Antonius	Stufkens:	“Out	of	the	depths	of	the	soul:	ways	of	communicating	in	the	analytic	

encounter”.	

12.00		 –	First	comments	from	participants.	

12.30	 –	Lunch		

	

Chair:	Paola	Golinelli	(	Italy	)		
	

14.00		 –	Round	Table	on	“The	Experience	of	Listening	in	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina”:	Paolo	Fonda								

(	Italy	),	Sanja	Borovečki	Jakovljev	and	Stanislav	Matačić	(Croatia),	Maja	Dobranić	(BiH).	

15.30		 –		Coffee	break	

16.00			 –	Working	groups.		

18.00			 –	Plenary	discussion.	

18.45			 –	Closing	remarks.	

	

	
Stefano	Bolognini	is	a	training	and	supervising	analyst	of	the	Società	Psicoanalitica	Italiana,	of	which	
he	 has	 been	 both	 Scientific	 Secretary	 and	 President.	 He	was	 the	 President	 of	 the	 International	
Psychoanalytical	 Association	 from	 2013	 to	 2017.	 He	 is	 an	 Honorary	 Member	 of	 the	 New	 York	
Contemporary	 Freudian	 Society	 (NYCFS)	 and	 of	 the	 Los	 Angeles	 Institute	 and	 Society	 for	
Psychoanalytic	 Studies	 (LAISPS)	 and	 is	 currently	 Chair	 of	 the	 IPA	 Encyclopedic	 Dictionary	 of	
Psychoanalysis.	He	has	published	numerous	works,	and	his	books	“Psychoanalytic	Empathy”	and	
“Secret	Passages:	The	Theory	and	Technique	of	Interpsychic	Relations”	have	been	translated	and	
published	in	various	languages.		
	
Antonius	Stufkens	is	a	training	and	supervising	analyst	of	the	Dutch	Society	with	a	psychoanalytic	
career	of	more	than	forty	years	and	many	papers	and	publications	about	clinical	and	theoretical	
aspects	 of	 psychoanalysis	 and	 analytical	 therapy.	He	was	 a	member	 of	 staff	 of	 the	 former	HGP	
Psychoanalytic	 Institute	 for	 Eastern	 Europe	 (PIEE)	 and	 the	 director	 of	 the	
Amsterdam		Psychoanalytic	Training	Programme	for	Eastern	Europe.	He	still	travels	widely,	lecturing	
and	supervising	abroad	and	serving	in	international	committees.			
	



Groups	shall	be	led	by:	Andrea	Braun	(Italy),	Andrea	Gaddini	(Italy),	Ettore	Jogan	(Italy),	Eduard	
Klain	(Croatia),	Gianina	Micu	(Romania),	Cristina	Saottini	(Italy),	Kitty	Schmidt	(Austria),	Dimo	
Stantchev	(Bulgaria),	Jasminka	Suljagić	(Serbia).	
	
	

The	official	language	is	English.	Italian	translation	will	be	available.	

The	seminar	is	free	of	charge,	but	the	participation	is	limited.	

	
	
Trieste	is	a	city	with	a	rich	multicultural	and	multiethnic	history,	and	after	four	years	we	wish	to	
invite	you	once	again	to	join	us	in	events	and	encounters	that	contribute	to	building	a	world	and	a	
psychoanalytical	culture	aimed	at	bringing	together	the	diverse	countries	of	Europe,	with	particular	
focus	on	those	of	the	southeast.	
	
	
	

With	the	sponsorship	of		
	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Libero and Zora Polojaz Foundation in collaboration with the Revoltella Museum in Trieste 
shall organize a psychoanalytic seminar on  

 
 

INTEGRATION and SPLITTING 
 

Saturday 15 November 2014 at the Revoltella Museum, Trieste  
 
 
Why hold a psychoanalytic seminar on integration and splitting in today's age? 
Psychoanalytic theory has dealt with splitting since its inception and has explored the pathological 
aspect of this form of defense through studies of fetishism and psychoses. These are situations in 
which a denied reality is replaced by a virtual one, which is also a particularly common defense 
mechanism in different forms of trauma. In cases of borderline and narcissistic disorders splitting 
plays a prominent role, insomuch as it isolates the affects which are too painful and too difficult to 
integrate.  
However, integration and splitting are also well-known processes in normal, emotional life. 
Integration that is naturally preceded by a state of non-integration can shatter, disintegrate and then 
give rise to new integration.  
Integration can, therefore, be seen as a process in continuous evolution and never delineated in a 
permanent manner. Nonetheless, in certain circumstances every part of it can degenerate.   
The Seminar offers the opportunity to delve into the different manifestations of these processes on 
an intrapsychic, interpersonal, and trans-subjective level.   
Further, the centennial of the beginning of World War I -- which occurs this year -- can be 
considered a source of reflection on integrative and disintegrative aspects, on  fragmentation and on 
splitting. All these aspects, which are caused by external events, occur not only in the lives of 
populations but also within and between nations. We should remember that the destructiveness of 
the war itself stimulated the blossoming of certain Freudian concepts of great importance, such as 
the life and death drives and the psychology of groups.    
The scientific committee: Andrea Braun 

Paolo Fonda 
Vlasta Polojaz                                    
(Psychoanalysts of the Società Psicoanalitica Italiana)    

             
 
 
With the sponsorship of  Società Psicoanalitica Italiana 
  
and of Centro Veneto di Psicoanalisi 

 
Centro veneto 
di Psicoanalisi 

Slovensko društvo za  
psihoanalitično psihoterapijo 

With	heartful	thanks	to	the	sponsor	PrimoAroma	Caffè	Trieste		

	


